OBXCDR Photo-id Training 05/12/2011 Meeting Minutes
Attended by: Jess Taylor, Jay Taylor, Jackie Orsulak, Barbara Helms, Kaye Lyerly, Diane Brenneman, Dee Thornley, Niki Taylor
1) Photo-id Surveys: Survey protocols
· Purpose of surveys
To monitor the population size and social behavior of dolphins in the sound

· How a typical survey would go (include meeting times/ places)
Will be leaving from Oregon Inlet Fishing Center or Avalon ramp (KDH) until Fish and Wildlife Ramp is open. Plan 4-6 hours per survey.

· Survey routes (2): northern and southern (show map)
Northern route will include Roanoke Sound north along Manteo and Nags Head, Shallowbag Bay, and northern Croatan Sound
Southern Route will include Roanoke Sound south along Wanchese and South Nags Head to Oregon Inlet and parts of the Pamlico and southern Croatan Sound
 
· Difference between a sighting and a focal follow (purpose of follows)
Sighting survey: to record location of dolphins, group sizes; purpose is for population size monitoring; a snapshot of the group that last a few minutes to ½ hour
Focal follow: to follow a particular dolphin and record that individual’s behavior; purpose is for behavioral studies; lasts ideally 1-2 hours

· What to bring on a survey
Hat, sunblock, water, lunch/snacks, bathing suit, sunglasses, anything else to be comfortable out in the sun

2)  Photo-id Surveys: Datasheets
· Roles of individuals on board
Principal Investigator, Boat Driver, Data Recorders (2)

· Sighting datasheet
· Environmental Equipment
Water temp gauge, refractometer (salinity)

· Focal follow datasheet
3)  Boating Safety (ppt/website)
Jay reviewed boating safety particular to the research vessel

4) Survey sign-ups 
5) Photo-id Sorting
· An example was shown for how to sort dorsal fin images
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Sighting CDs to sort were given out; anyone sorting will have a two week turn-around time for cds




