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 In 2016, the Outer Banks 
Center for Dolphin Research 
conducted seven dedicated 
research surveys to study the 
population ecology, movement 
patterns and social behavior of 
our coastal bottlenose dolphins.  
This season, we had a total of 
eighteen sightings of 188 dolphins— including a sighting in Buzzard Bay 
near Colington Island!  During those sightings, we encountered twenty nine 
calves.  Some of these calves were identified with female dolphins that we 
see frequently— Lisa Caroline was seen with a newborn (her first 
documented calf!) in May and the pair was seen repeatedly throughout the 
summer.  Scarlet was also seen with a newborn in June.  This is her fifth calf 
since 1997! 
 Some of the dolphins we study are seasonally resident, meaning that 
they spend their summers in Roanoke Sound, and migrate south to Beaufort 
during the winter.  This season, we saw Sprite, Cola, Jack, Long, FB411, 
Skylar, Booya, Emma and her calf, Fatlip and her calf Kara, Lorna, Sinatra, 
92, Wendy, 708, Sequoia, Lilo, Stitch, Rake, Rainbow, Betty and of course 
Onion.  Also seen from the Nags Head Dolphin Watch were Double Scoop, 
Easy, FB457 and her calf, Scallop and her calf, Scarlett and her calf, Madi 
and her calf, Little Scoop, Knobby Top, FB495 and Jess Squared. 
 Some of the relationships between dolphins that we study are those 
shared by male pairs.  Two mature male dolphins will develop a bond which 
often lasts until one of them dies.  OBXCDR has seen a few bonded male 
pairs for many years, including those of Rake and Rainbow, 708 and 
Sequoia, and Sprite and Cola.  This year, Lilo and Stitch were identified as a 
pair, as were Jack and Long.  Unfortunately Mohammed, the male that Onion 
was paired with, stranded in Beaufort during March of 2015— however 
Onion was seen surfacing repeatedly with another adult, so it is possible that 
he has formed a new pair bond.
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Lisa Caroline and her new calf



 Current Research 
“Habitat use by bottlenose dolphins in Roanoke Sound, North Carolina” 

  

The Outer Banks Center for Dolphin Research and Shauna McBride of the University of Southern Mississippi collaborated 
on a project to study habitat use of the seasonal dolphin community in Roanoke Sound. This project, “Habitat use by 
bottlenose dolphins in Roanoke Sound, North Carolina” was Shauna’s dissertation project at the University of Southern 
Mississippi which she completed this past fall. Shauna found that dolphins used specific areas in Roanoke Sound more 
frequently than other areas. Dolphins used these areas primarily for feeding and traveling. These results showed that Roanoke 
Sound provides a seasonal feeding area for dolphins and Roanoke Sound serves as a transit route for dolphins to access the 
inshore estuaries of the Outer Banks and the Atlantic Ocean. This project found that Roanoke Sound is an important area for 
this seasonal community of dolphins.       

Transect and dolphin hot spot map 
created by Shauna.

Shauna and Jess take environmental 
measurements

2016 Summer Intern Projects: 

Each season, OBXCDR hires two interns to help with 
fieldwork and data processing.  Additionally, these interns 
complete independent projects to assist with the Mid Atlantic 
Bottlenose Dolphin Catalog (MABDC).  Last summer, interns 
Ana Yanes and Elizabeth Mason worked on matching photo-
ID dorsal fin pictures to the MABDC, focusing on transient 
and resident dolphins respectively.  If you would like to learn 
more about their final projects, check out the OBXCDR 
Research page at http://obxdolphins.org/research/!

Scarlet surfaces with her newborn calf
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Upcoming OBXCDR Events 

Photo-Identification Survey 

 Sunday, April 16th 

Photo-Identification Training                             
 Wednesday April 19th at 6:00 - 7:30 pm        
 at a private residence in Kitty Hawk. 

Earth Day Fair /Outdoors Day                                                                     
 Friday, April 19th at the Outer Banks     
 Center for Wildlife Education in Corolla 

Earth Day Presentation                                                    
 Friday, April 21st at First                          
 Flight Elementary School 

Photo-Identification Survey 

 Sunday, April 30th 

Kid’s Fest                                                    
 Friday, May 12th at Roanoke     
 Island Festival Park                                   

Coastal Gardening Festival                                                 
 Saturday, May 20th at The     
 Baum Center, KDH 

SEAMAMMS 2017 

The 2017 Southeast Marine Mammal Symposium will be on 
April 7th - 9th, in Beaufort, North Carolina.  Hosted by the 
Duke University Maine Lab, this event is a student oriented 
conference, featuring posters and presentations concerning 
marine mammal research in the south Atlantic.  
SEAMAMMS is a great opportunity to get more involved 
with the marine mammal community and learn about 
research efforts in the Southeast! 

Registration and additional information can be found at 
https://seamamms.wordpress.com.   

Rest in Peace Mohommed 

Last year on the 27th of March, one of our 
commonly sighted seasonal dolphins stranded in 
Beaufort, NC.  Mohammed was an older male 
bottlenose dolphin who had formed a life long pair 
bond with another male, Buddha.  After Buddha’s 
stranding in 2013, Mohammed was presumed to 
have bonded with another male, Onion.   

Mohammed was first recorded in North Carolina 
waters in 1992 as an adult, and spent time between 
Beaufort and the Northern Outer Banks.  He has 
been buried in a shallow sandy grave to 
decompose, with the hopes that in 2-3 years, his 
skeleton can be recovered and re-articulated for a 
display highlighting his long sighting history. 

708 and Sequoia surface together

Thank you Keith Rittmaster of the NC Maritime Museum for the stranding 
documents and photographs. http://www.capelookoutstudies.org/ 
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The 7th Annual Outer Banks Shrimp Cookoff  
The Outer Banks Shrimp Cook-off is held annually on the first Sunday of November at Ocean Boulevard in Kitty Hawk, 
NC. Each year, 8-10 chefs from local restaurants compete to prepare the best shrimp dish. A silent auction with 
donations from local businesses, 50/50 raffle, outreach booth, door prizes, and live MC round out the event. All proceeds 
are donated to the Outer Banks Center for Dolphin Research and support field research and outreach activities to 
promote local dolphin conservation.  

 The 7th Annual Outer Banks Shrimp Cookoff was held on Sunday 
November 1st, 2016 at Ocean Boulevard. Approximately $6,800 was raised 
to benefit the Outer Banks Center for Dolphin Research— including the  
maintaining of our research vessel, the Lili’i Nai’a and funding research 
surveys for 2017! 

 This year’s event was sponsored by the Nags Head Dolphin Watch 
( w w w. n a g s h e a d d o l p h i n w a t c h . c o m ) , K i t t y H a w k K i t e s 
(www.k i t t yhawk .com) , Ou te r Banks Ve te r ina ry Hosp i t a l 
( w w w . o u t e r b a n k s v e t . c o m ) , A c c e s s D e s i g n ( h t t p : / /
www.accessdesignandprint.com), and Max Radio of the Carolinas. 
Individual sponsors of the event were Bill and Peggy Birkemeier and Andy 
Read and Kim Urian. Competing restaurants included Ocean Boulevard, 
Café Lachine, Coastal Provisions Market, Saltbox Café, Bluewater Grill, 
the Bad Bean, Beachside Bistro, BJ’s Carolina Café, Barefoot Bernie’s, 
and Two Roads Tavern. Christian Benedi returned as our awesome MC!  

Winning restaurants and shrimp dishes were as follows: 

Judge’s Choice: Beachside Bistro – Shrimp Dore [Door-aye] over grilled 
Scallion-Parmesan Polenta with Applewood Smoked Tomato Butter 

Chef’s Choice: A tie between Ocean Boulevard – Shrimp Arancini with 
Tomato Cream, Olives & Lemon (Shrimp in Saffron Risotto with 
Mozzarella & Fontina Cheese) and BJ’s! – Shrimp Etouffee over Cajun Rice 

People’s Choice: Saltbox Café – Thai Style Shrimp with Lime Sauce & Green Mango Dragon Noodles 

 Thanks to the many local businesses that donated to our silent auction: Outer Banks Veterinary Hospital, 
Nags Head Dolphin Watch, Jennette’s Pier, Chip’s Wine and Beer Market, Village Realty, Ocean Boulevard, WRV, Outer 
Banks Furniture, Manteo Marine, Outer Banks Trio, FarmDog Surf School, Outer Banks Ace Hardware, Pirates and 
Pixies, North Carolina Aquarium on Roanoke Island, Front Porch Café, The Lost Colony, Coastal Fast Lube, Oasis Day 
Spa and Salon, Hilton Garden Inn, Hollow Daze Surf Designs, Zen Pops, Lucky 12 Tavern, Mulligan’s Raw Bar and 
Grill, Ghost Crab Quest, First Flight Adventure Park, Barefoot Bernie’s Tropical Grill and Bar, Brew Thru, Mutual 
Distribution, Urban Cottage, Outer Banks Olive Oil Company, Tryon Distributing, Waveriders Coffee and Deli, Flip 
Your Closet, Matt Lusk Photography, Duck Village Outfitter, Sandy Rippe Art, Slice Pizzeria, Outer Banks Taco Bar, 
Outer Banks Brewing Station, Duck Donuts, and Amanda McDanel- Stella & Dot. 

 Thanks so much to the following volunteers for making this event a success: Dennis Silveri, Louise Vance, 
Diane Brenneman, Kaye Lyerly, Jackie Orsulak, Suzanne MacInnis, Claire Johnson, Barb Clark, Tara Landes, Christine 
Rusticus, John Kerner, Christin Brown, and Jay Taylor. We are also very appreciative of Donny and Heather of Ocean 
Boulevard and Angel of Coastal Cravings in helping to organize this event and to Donny and Heather of Ocean 
Boulevard and Jay Taylor of Outer Banks Veterinary Hospital for selling tickets in advance. 

 Mark your calendars for the 8th Annual Outer Banks Shrimp Cookoff! It will be held on Sunday 
November 5th 2017 from 12-3 pm at Ocean Boulevard. Check out details and updates on the event at 
obshrimp.com. Hope to see everyone there! 
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A Big Thank-you to Our Volunteers! 

We’re so grateful to have such helpful volunteers out on the 
water with us.  Last season, we were lucky to be joined by 
Dennis Silveri, Polli Funk, Janie Walters, Sue Scarborough, 
Suzanne MacInnis, James Fleck, Jenna Livernois, Kaye 
Lyerly, and Barb Clark.  Thank-you for all that you do!

Meet our 2017 Interns- Sarah and Alaina! 

Alaina Young 

Alaina Young graduated from Lafayette College 
in 2016 with a Bachelor of Science in Biology, 
where she researched lake trout fisheries and 
worked as a Conservation Education intern at the 
Lehigh Valley Zoo. She is now a first year 
student at Duke University’s Nicholas School of 
the Environment, working towards her Master of 
Environmental Management with a concentration 
in Coastal Environmental Management. She is 
passionate about marine mammal ecology and 
conservation, and looks forward to combining 
her love for cetaceans and environmental 
education to inspire visitors aboard the Nags 
Head Dolphin Watch and to conduct research at 
OBXCDR. 

Sarah Elbon 

Sarah Elbon is a graduate of The University of 
Virginia’s College at Wise where she received 
her Bachelor of Science in biology. Her focus of 
interest was in conservation biology where she 
participated in field research projects of the 
Hellbender salamander in Wise, VA. Last 
summer, Sarah was an intern at the Hatteras 
Island Ocean Center where she served as a sea 
turtle educator. Sarah hopes to attend graduate 
school next fall to obtain her Master of Science 
in Marine Biology. She is looking forward to a 
great summer at the OBXCDR where she can 
gain experience in marine mammal conservation, 
as well as public outreach and education. 

Fatlip and her calf, Kara.  This photo was taken under 
NMFS Permit #LOC-17988.



Board Member Update: Sue Scarborough and Kara Shervanick 

   
Adopt An Outer Banks Dolphin! 
OBXCDR’s Adopt a Dolphin program offers people an opportunity to sponsor an Outer Banks dolphin 
and make a contribution to their conservation and well-being.  Currently, we have ten adoptable dolphins: 
Onion, Rainbow, Artemis, Skylar, FB708, Sequoia, FB717, FB413, Fatlip and Scarlet.  When you adopt a 
dolphin, you receive a personalized adoption certificate, a laminated dolphin fact sheet and an Outer 
Banks Center for dolphin Research t-shirt and bumper sticker.  The minimum $50 donation for the Adopt-
A-Dolphin package is fully tax-deductible, and 100% of the money goes to our field research! 

The Adopt-A-Dolphin package makes a great gift for friends and family members who love dolphins.  
Additionally, if you are unable to participate in outreach events or on photo-id surveys, this is a wonderful 
way to make a contribution to our research!  Please consider adopting a dolphin in your own, or someone 
else's name to aid us in helping our local dolphins.  Orders can be placed at obxdolphins.org/donate.

Sue Scarborough is a retired theatre arts educator who came to the 
Outer Banks three years ago.  She still returns to Raleigh to teach acting classes 
for adult and children and direct plays, but is always eager to return to the Outer 
Banks.  Last summer Sue enjoyed OBXCDR Dolphin Surveys and Outreach.  She 
is looking forward to working with the board. 

Sue is also our volunteer of the year!  She was chosen for her consistent assistance 
with dolphin surveys and outreach events in 2016, as well as her dedication to the 
organization in becoming a Board Member.  She participated in 4 surveys as well 
as the outreach training and OBX Seafood Festival.  Thank-you Sue!

Kara Shervanick is the Protected Species Fellow at Oceana where she works 
on the Responsible Fishing, Shark, and Defense campaigns.  She has been with Oceana 
since she graduated with her Masters of Environmental Management degree in Coastal 
Environmental Management from the Nicholas School of the Environment at Duke 
University. She has a certificate in community-based environmental management and is 
interested in marine protected resources conservation and policy. During her Master’s 
degree, Kara spent time studying and working at the Duke Marine Lab in Beaufort NC, 
doing photo-ID and educational tours aboard the Nags Head Dolphin Watch with the 
Outer Banks Center for Dolphin Research in the Outer Banks NC, and working with 
Plastic Pollution Coalition on launching their Plastic Free Schools Campaign.  Prior to 
grad school, Kara took time off from school and completed an internship with the 
National Science Foundation in DC, worked for the USDA-Agricultural Research 
Service on a land potential and soil resiliency initiative called LandPKS, and lived 
abroad working on a sea turtle conservation project in Osa, Costa Rica. She received 
her Bachelors of Science with a double major in Biology and Environmental Studies 
and a minor in French from Trinity University in San Antonio, Texas.  Originally from 
New Mexico, Kara loves enjoying the sunshine, as well as reading and traveling. 
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