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Research Update
As the days grow longer and the weather warms up, we’re getting 
ready for the 2018 survey season.  With eight dedicated surveys 
last year (4/17, 5/28, 6/11, 6/25, 7/9, 7/16, 8/6 and 10/8) we 
had a  lot  of  great  sightings.   Dolphins  717,  Lilo,  Stitch,  Skylar, 
Rake, Jack, Long, Moose, Sinatra, Lorna, Betty, Wendy and her calf, 
Sprite, Cola, Jess squared, Madi and her calf were seen as part of 
the 2017 field season.  From the Nags Head Dolphin Watch vessels, 
Onion, 708, Sequoia, Double Scoop, Little Scoop, Flounder and her 
calf, Booya, Lisa Caroline and her calf, Scallop her calf, Fatlip and 
her calf  (Kara),  Rainbow, 92, Fb457 and Easy were sighted.  We 
identified two baby dolphins last year— calves of Lorna and 717.  
Additionally,  we  names  two  dolphins:  Shallot  (Onion’s  new  pair 
bond) and Maggie, who is suspected to be Fatlip’s older calf.

Current  research  this  season  will  focus  on  getting  a  better 
understanding of population dynamics and how they changed after 
the 2013 morbillivirus die-off, as well as skin lesion prevalence in 
relation to water temperature and salinity.  Additionally, we’ll be 
focusing on more exploratory surveys in the Albemarle, Croatan, 
and  Pamlico  Sounds  to  get  a  better  understanding  of  other 
estuarine environments that the dolphins might be using.  

Jessica Taylor, OBXCDR’s executive director, presented a poster on 
her  current  population dynamics  modeling study at  the  Biennial 
Conference on the Biology of Marine Mammals in Halifax, Canada 
in October 2017.  Shauna McBride of the Sarasota Dolphin Research 
Program also presented a poster on her habitat utilization study 
which  comprised  a  portion  of  her  doctoral  research  at  the 
University of Mississippi.  
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717 and her new calf.

Jessica Taylor presenting at the 
Biennial Conference on the 
Biology of Marine Mammals.



 

“Moe” Display at Jeanette’s Pier Coming Soon!
Bottlenose  dolphin  strandings  occur  throughout 
the state of North Carolina. There is much value 
in what can be learned from dolphins when they 
strand,  including  the  opportunity  to  educate 
others about dolphin biology and conservation. In 
March  2016,  a  well-known  older  male  from 
Roanoke Sound,  Moe,  stranded in Beaufort,  NC. 
Moe  had  been  sighted  for  at  least  20  years  in 
Roanoke Sound (with his pair, Bud), and tracked 
for more than 25 years in Beaufort, NC by Keith 
Rittmaster  of  the  North  Carolina  Maritime 
Museum (NCMM). 

We are excited to announce that  thanks to a  contribution from the North Carolina Aquarium 
Society and a grant from the Outer Banks Community Foundation, Moe will be returning to Nags 
Head during winter 2019 as a skeletal rearticulation display at Jennette’s Pier! After his necropsy, 
Moe was buried and excavated a year and a half later (December 2017). His skeleton is currently in 
the process of being cleaned, prepared, and reassembled for the display by the NCMM team in 
Beaufort. Jessica Taylor (OBXCDR) and Christin Brown (Jennette’s Pier/OBXCDR) will be creating an 
educational display to accompany the skeleton this fall,  thanks to the OBCF grant. Come visit 
Jennette’s Pier next winter when we bring Moe home! 

Moe’s last sighting in 2015.

The excavation team with an example of a rearticulated dolphin skeleton.



SEAMAMMS 2018

The annual  SEAMAMMS (Southeast  and Mid-Atlantic  Marine Mammal  Symposium) was held from March 
23-25, 2018 at Coastal  Carolina University in Conway, South Carolina. Interns Alaina Young and Jaclyn 
Doody presented the results of their independent projects they completed during their internships. Alaina 
presented her research on examining the northern range of the Northern North Carolina Estuarine System 
Stock using the Mid-Atlantic Bottlenose Dolphin Catalog. Jaclyn presented the results of her analysis of male 
pair associations observed in Roanoke Sound, and compared her results to those found in Beaufort, NC. Also 
attending the conference were Jessica Taylor (Director of OBXCDR) and Kara Shervanick (OBXCDR Board 
Member). Next year's SEAMAMMS conference will be held at Georgetown University in Washington D.C. 

Jaclyn at the SEAMAMMS 2018 poster session.Alaina presenting her research at SEAMAMMS 2018.

Dolphin Math
The Outer Banks Center for Dolphin Research has teamed with the 
North Carolina Aquarium and Jennette’s Pier to offer an 8th grade 
dolphin  math  program to  all  Dare  County  middle  schools  this 
spring. Thanks to a grant from the Dare Education Foundation, 
Jessica  Taylor  (OBXCDR),  Rhana  Paris  (NC  Aquarium),  and 
Meredith  Fish  (Jennette’s  Pier)  visited  Cape  Hatteras  Secondary 
School,  Manteo  Middle  School,  and  First  Flight  Middle  School 
during March 2018 to teach students a real life application of how 
math is  used in  science.  Students  used OBXCDR sighting data 
collected  in  Roanoke  Sound to  calculate  association  indices  of 
three  commonly  observed  males  (including  Onion!).  Through 
these calculations, students identified the male pair and learned 
about how math and science work together.

OBXCDR Beach Clean-Ups
In  2017,  OBXCDR  adopted  East  3rd 
Street  Beach through the Outer Banks 
Surfrider  Foundation.   Come  out  and 
help keep our local beaches clean and 
safe  for  people  and  wildlife  alike!  
Information on beach clean-ups will be 
sent out by email.

Dolphin Math article in the Coastland
Times.



The 8th Annual Outer Banks Shrimp CookOff
The Outer Banks Shrimp Cook-off is held annually on the first Sunday of November at Ocean Boulevard in Kitty Hawk, 
NC.  Each year, 8-10 chefs from local restaurants compete to prepare the best shrimp dish. A silent auction with 
donations from local businesses, 50/50 raffle, outreach booth, door prizes, and live MC round out the event.  All 
proceeds are donated to the Outer Banks Center for Dolphin Research and support field research and outreach activities 
to promote local dolphin conservation.  

The 8th annual Outer Banks Shrimp CookOff was held on Sunday 
November  5th  2017 at  Ocean Boulevard in  Kitty  Hawk.   This 
event continues to grow every year, raising money for our local 
dolphin research— this year we raised $6800!  A big thank 
you  to  our  wonderful  hosts,  Donny  and  Heather  at  Ocean 
Boulevard, Christian Benedi as MC, our judges, volunteers, and 
to everyone that attended. Thank you to our 2017 sponsors, 
Nags  Head  Dolphin  Watch,  Kitty  Hawk  Kites,  Outer  Banks 
Veterinary  Hospital,  Access  Design,  and  Maxx  Radio  of  the 
Carolinas.

To  see  the  results  of  the  8th  annual  Outer  Banks  Shrimp 
CookOff and stay updated about next year’s event, check out 
www.obshrimp.com.

This year’s 9th annual CookOff will be held on Sunday November 
4th from 12-3 pm at Ocean Boulevard.  Our 2018 sponsors will 
be  the  Outer  Banks  Veterinary  Hospital,  Nags  Head  Dolphin 
Watch,  Atlantic  Dentistry,  Access  Design,  Village  Realty  and 
Maxx Radio. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor  or 
contributing  to  this  event,  please  contact  us  at 
obxcdr@hotmail.com.  See you there!

Womanless Beauty 
Pageant Fundraiser

On November 4th, 2017, Dr. 
Jay Taylor took on the alter 
ego of “Dolly Fin” to raise 
money for dolphin research!  
The Last Dance Womanless 
Beauty Pageant was held at 
Kelly’s Restaurant in Nags 
Head.  Seven contestants 
represented seven charities to 
which all proceeds went.  We 
raised roughly $1000 for our 
local research!  Thanks Dolly 
Fin!

Upcoming Outreach Events

May 3rd 
Children at Play Dolphin Adaptations 

Program at Children’s Museum

May 11th
KidsFest at Festival Park

May 19th
Coastal Gardening Festival at the Baum 

Center

http://www.obshrimp.com
mailto:obxcdr@hotmail.com
http://www.obshrimp.com
mailto:obxcdr@hotmail.com


2018 Intern Projects

This year, Julia and Jenny will focus on comparing 
dolphins sighted in the Outer Banks sounds to 
dolphins sighted in northern study sites, such as 
Virginia, Maryland, and New Jersey using the Mid-
Atlantic Bottlenose Dolphin Catalog.

Jenny Cavallero graduated from San Diego 
State  University  this  past  December  with  her 
Bachelor of Science in Marine Biology. During her 
schooling, she discovered a very strong interest in 
marine ecology, and, within the next few years or 
so, hopes to pursue a graduate degree studying 
pinniped population ecology with special focus on 
anthropogenic  influences.  Jenny  has  also  spent 
the last 7 years as an animal care volunteer at the 
Marine  Mammal  Center  near  San  Francisco,  CA, 
where  she has  also  held  roles  in  the  Education 
and Rescue departments . Though she will  miss 
her California roots, she is very excited to spend 
her  summer  gaining  marine  mammal  research 
and conservation experience with the Outer Banks 
Center for Dolphin Research!

Julia  Jacobs  graduated  from  North  Carolina 
State University in 2017 with a Bachelor of Science 
in Natural Resources. She has conducted research 
on  Key  deer  throughout  her  undergraduate 
studies. She spent a summer as a research tech 
on  Bald  Head  Island  studying  Painted  buntings 
and  a  summer  in  Iceland  conducting  photo 
identification on cetacean species found in their 
waters.  Julia  hopes  to  attend  Graduate  school 
studying  ecology.    She  enjoys  environmental 
education  and  conducting  research  and  has  a 
passion  for  photography  and is  very  excited  to 
spend a summer working with the OBXCDR where 
she can combine all of these passions. 

Meet our 2018 Interns: Julia and Jenny!

Fatlip surfaces with her 2 year old calf.



Adopt an Outer 
Banks Dolphin!
Spring is here and so are our new 
adopt  a  dolphins!   Lorna  and 
Sprite  are  ready  to  be  adopted, 
just  like  Onion,  Fatlip,  708, 
Sequoia  and  many  more!   All 
adopt  a  dolphin  orders  come 
with  a  personalized  adoption 
certificate,  bottlenose  dolphin 
fact  sheet,  t-shirt,  and  bumper 
sticker.  Adopt a dolphins make 
great  gifts  this  spring  for 
graduation,  mother’s  day,  and 
birthdays!  For more information 
about  adopting  a  dolphin  and 
supporting  our  research,  click 
the blue button below.

Volunteer Spotlight: Barb Clark
Barb Clark joined our volunteer team at OBXCDR six years ago, after 
a  friend asked her if  she was interested in volunteering with the 
organization.   When  asked  about  why  she  likes  working  with 
OBXCDR, Barb replied “Once you listen to a presentation by Jess, or 
have the opportunity to go on a Dolphin Survey with her, you are 
hooked.  Her knowledge and passion are just so contagious.”  As a 
retired teacher, coach, and athletic director, Barb has always been in 
awe of the local waterways and marine life.  She has even lived four 
years  aboard  a  sailboat,  an  experience  which  strengthened  her 
feelings  of  appreciation  for  the  marine  environment.   Thank you 
Barb for all your help and dedication! 

Thank you to our 2017 
Survey Volunteers!

Barb Clark 
Valerie Morrell 
Darlene Jones
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Janie Walters
Dennis Silveri
Melia Adams
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Annette Geesin
Alaina Young
Kaye Lyerly 
Sarah Elbon 

Sue Scarborough 
Amanda Osburn
Megan Geesin

Tamara Scarborough 
Jaclyn Doody
Emily Inkrote

Sprite’s dorsal fin. (Photo 
taken under LOC-17988 
awarded to J.Taylor, OBXCDR)

Lorna’s dorsal fin. (Photo 
taken under LOC-17988 
awarded to J.Taylor, OBXCDR)

OBXCDR and Mano El Hermano 
“Mano al Hermano is a Dare County-based group that 
aims  to  empower  Latino  families  in  the  Outer  Banks. 
They work with public schools,  offer English language 
classes  and  provide  information  about  immigration 
issues.  Its  summer reading program is  geared toward 
students in kindergarten to fifth-grade and lasts eight 
weeks.” — nccoast.org

Last August, OBXCDR helped teach local students about 
dolphins and how they differ from sharks at an event in 
Wanchese that focused on march ecosystems.  Outreach 
and education, especially to younger generations is core 
to our mission at OBXCDR.  You can check out the article 
on nccoast.org.OBXCDR at the Mano El Hermano event 

in Wanchese last August.


